ensia Analecta 36. Departement Ori~ntalistiek, Leuven, Belgium. Available from Peeters, Bondgenotenlaan, 153, B-3000 Leuven, Belgium. ISBN 90-6831-268-5. 1990 . 349 pp. 3600 BEF (cloth).
This accomplished doctoral thesis attempts to identify the plants and birds engraved on the walls of the so-called Botanical Garden at Karnak, which dates back to the reign of pharaoh Thoutmosis III (ca 1500 B.C.). These are believed to record exotic (some teratological) objects encountered on a series of military expeditions to Syria and perhaps also to Abyssinia or further south in Africa. Some plants are clearly and instantly recognizable, but not a few of the more simplified plant parts or fruits can be identified only by probable guesswork, drawing on a list of more or less plausible candidates. Illustrations taken from modem botanical books are shown side-by-side with engravings and demonstrate the varying degree of success attained. To contemporary botanists this finely executed text will recall the aboriginal and indissoluble bond between mankind and the plant kingdom, of which the Karnak engravings are one of the oldest known surviving examples. The plant identifications were confirmed by Nigel Hepper (K). --RLrPERT C. BARN~BV, New York Botanical Garden.
